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Lu The Passing of Mr. 


WE 

ta A GENEROU BENEFACTOR TO 
Un. 3 Ves a : ^ A 

Sh N R. HENRY BUBB, J.P., of Ullenwood, 
bu near Cheltenham, passed to the higher 

~ life on Thursday, March 12, as the result 

E of an acute attack of bronchitis. He was only 


really ill for six hours, and practically did not 
suffer at all—a wonderful ending to a long, happy 
i and useful life of eighty-eight years, in which 

he preserved his mental and physical activities 


EU 
H ON to the last. 
EA He was a gentleman full of geniality and good 
humour—ever courteous and unruffled ; he was precise 


h and business like in 
à his habits, and early 
Private morning found him 
by 8 dealing with his corres- 


pondence, while his 
days were largely spent 
in the care and develop- 
ment of his beautiful 


is estate. He was one of 
ndin the County magnates 

of Gloucestershire, and 

ims regularly sat on the 
Bench of Magistrates. 


He was a staunch Con- 
servative in politics and 
had been wont all his 
life to  mingle with 
intellectual and cultured 
people, both at home 
and abroad, but that 
did not prevent his 
closely associating him- 
self during his latter 
years with the humble 
Spiritualist Movement 
in a fashionable and 
highly conventional 
ity.  Thereby he 
displayed a courage and 
independence rarely 
developed by  octo- 
genarians. When he 
had become convinced 
that Spiritualism was 
true he purchased a 
piece of ground 
n Bennington Street, 
heltenham, for the 
mascent Spiritualist 
Society which had been 
conducted in the town 
by Major Marriott, 
D.S.O., built thereon a 
beautiful and  com- 
modious Church, and 
at B a.m. on June 3, 
1927, he performed the opening ceremony, by unlocking 
he door and admitting the assembled congregation. 
That was an early hour; it had been fixed on as 
astrologically propitious ; and the history of the Church 
ince has been in accord with the favourable omens. 

He has been a subscriber to the /nternational Psychic 
“Gasetie for the past fifteen years, and was a very n i] 
contributor to its maintenance and to its efforts on behalf 
of the liberation of mediums from the oppression of the 
"aw After the notorious decision of Lord Chief 
Justice Lawrence and four other High Court Judges, 
au Masson v. Stonehouse, to the effect that everything 
included An the term ''fortune-telling "—that is to say, 
Spiritualistic mediumship, clairvoyance, palmistry, and 
'astrology-—was "a crime in itself," apart írom evil 
intention, Mr. Bubb assured us of his support should a 
favourable case arise in which this decision might be 
tested. Such a case arose in the opinion of Mr. E. P 
Hewitt, K.C., when Mrs. Clara Irwin, a well-known 
Spiritualistic medium, was arrested, tried, and fined for 
exercising her gifts. Mr. Bubb who was in Italy at the 
time promptly promised us /100 and his daughter, Miss 
Evelyn Maude Bubb, {10, to enable the appeal case to be 
proceeded with But he did more than that. He 
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entered into formal recognisances to pay a further /80, 
if necessary, for the costs of the police in the event of 
the appeal not being We referred to the 
circumstance thus in our issue of April, 1925 

“Mr. Bubb, who has sympathetically supported 
every effort made by this Gazette on behalf of oppressed 
mediums and with a view to have the law altered, is a 
hearty and vigorous Spiritualist who has seen eighty-two 
summers, and he and his equally enthusiastic daughter, 


Miss Evelyn Maude Bubb, kindly broke their journey 
home from their Italian villa to perform this good service 


successful. 


to the Cause. They arrived in London late on a Friday 
night after their long railway journey and Channel 
crossing, and on the 


Saturday 
accompanied 
Mr. A. E. Timbrell, the 
solicitor in the case, 
and ourselves to the 
little dingy Police Court 
in a back street in 
Lambeth, where the 
formalities were 
expeditiously des- 
patched between two 
cases in the usual 
melancholy — saturnalia 
of crime. It was the 
prompt promise of 
substantial financial 
support from these two 
good friends of 
Spiritualism that made 
it possible to decide at 


following 
morning 


once on going forward 
with the Appeal.” 
HIS 
SP IRITUALIS TIC 
EXPERIENCES. 
It was through 
his own personal 


experiences that Mr. 


Bubb became con- 
vinced—beyond all 
shadow of doubt 

of the continuity of 
life bevond the 
grave and the 
possibility of com- 
munion between 
‘the living and 
the dead." This 
absolute conviction, 


BUBB, J.P. 


which nothing would 
gave him the driving power for his quiet 
work among his friends and 
and made him such a wonderful 


shake, 
propaganda 
acquaintances, 


comforter to the bereaved. 

Mr. Bubb lost his second wife in January, 1924. One 
day, before her funeral, he and a friend went for a short 
walk and on their return to the house he saw her for à 
few fleeting moments standing on the veranda as if to 
welcome him. Being of a scientific turn of mind he 
tried again and again to see whether there was any 
" normal” explanation, such as shadow or reflection, 


which could account for the apparition, but in vain 

A year or two later he was sitting with a London 
medium when his second wite communicating, 
she did upon almost every occasion that he attended à 
seance. She scolded him for not believing that she was 
actually present when she had appeared to him on that 
occasion. After this his doubts vanished 

Some months after her death Mrs. Bubb manifested 
through the mediumship of Mr. Aaron Wilkinson in two 
sittings which he gave to Mr. J. Arthur Hill, as the latter 
has recorded in his " From Agnosticism to Belief," and 
then gave a number of convincing tests. She had not 


was as 
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met either Mr. Wilkinson or Mr. Arthur Hill in life, but 
had taken much interest in the published records of 
their sittings. : 

There was an interesting sequel. Mr. Bubb attended 
the Sunday morning service at the Grotrian Hall during 
the meeting of the International Spiritualist Congress 
in r928. Mr. Aaron Wilkinson was also present at the 
service but Mr. Bubb was unaware of this, as they had 
never met. Mrs. Estelle Roberts, the clairvoyante, 
gave Mr. Bubb a message which was evidently from his 
second wife but, possibly owing to his sister trying to 
get through at the same time, the name of Annie, instead 


of the correct name of Sarah, was given. Suddenly 
Mr. Wilkinson, who was sitting a little behind Mr. Bubb, 
heard a spirit shouting excitedly in his ear, ' She has 


given my name as Annie, it’s mot Annie, its Sarah! Tell 
him its Sarah ! ” 

From the other details, which the clairvoyante had 
correctly given, Mr. Wilkinson realised that it was Mrs. 
Sarah Bubb who was trying to communicate with her 
husband and had rushed to ask his help. At the 
conclusion of the service he approached, saying: “ Are 
you not Mr. Henry Bubb of Cheltenham? I have never 
seen you before, but your wife, Sarah, came to tell me 
her name while Mrs. Roberts was giving you the message 
from her.” 

On one occasion Mr. Bubb's daughter had a spirit- 
photograph taken by the Crewe Circle. She was staying 
with her oldest friend in Stockport at the time, and 
when the print was sent to her, there was a beautifully 
clear “ extra" of a young woman of from twenty to 
twenty-five years of age. Miss Bubb and her friend 
thought there was an extremely strong likeness between 
the ' extra " and herself, though the girl seemed to have 
very dark eyes, while Miss Bubb's are a greenish-hazel. 
She and her friend thought it might be a likeness of 
her sister who had passed over some forty years before 
at the age of three months and who had dark eyes. -When 
the photograph was submitted, however, to Mr. Bubb 
and his niece, they could see no likeness at all between 
Miss Bubb and the “ extra.” 

Eighteen months passed, when Mr. Bubb went to 
London for an anonymous sitting with Mrs. Cannock. 
It was a fine seance, his wife and many relatives mani- 
festing and giving very apposite advice. Suddenly Mrs. 
Cannock said :—“ They are telling me that you have 
two daughters, one on earth and one in the Beyond, and 
that the one here has had a spirit-photograph taken—is 
this true?” “ Yes," replied Mr. Bubb, “ she has had 
many spirit photos taken." ‘‘ They are speaking of 
one," replied Mrs. Cannock, “on which is the ' extra’ 
of a girl. They tell me that this 'extra' is of your 
daughter in spirit, and that you will not believe it ! " After 
this Mr. Bubb was no longer an “ unbelieving Thomas ”’ 
with regard to that photograph. 

Mr. John Hampson, Mrs. Sarah Bubb's first husband, 
had been one of Mr. Bubb’s intimate friends. Mr. 
Hampson had bought and had beautifully laid out the 
estate of Ullenwood and had built the present house. 
He constantly communicated with his wife's second 
husband, and on one occasion when asked his name he 
replied, instead of giving his name :—“ You are the 
man who is standing in my boots ! " 

The first time he communicated was at an anonymous 
sitting with Mr. Vout Peters, when he thanked his 
successor for having carried out the development of the 
estate on the lines laid down by himself, mentioning 
particularly the care which Mr. Bubb had lavished on 
the fine holly hedges which are a feature of Ullenwood, 
and which had been planted by Mr. Hampson over fifty 
years previously. 

There is a marble bust of Mr. Hampson at Ullenwood, 
but as the two men were of much the same type, it is 
constantly mistaken for a likeness of Mr. Bubb. One 
day when communicating through Mr. W. R. Sharp, of 
Coventry, on being asked his name, he replied :—“ If 
my bust could but speak you would know who I am ! " 
There are fine oak carvings of Chaucer's Canterbury 
Pilgrims in the Ullenwood entrance hall, and on another 
occasion he announced himself as '' the man who ordered 
the carvings.” 

The first Mrs. Henry Bubb, Zoé, frequently com- 
municated, usually accompanying Mrs. Sarah Bubb. 
On one occasion when the late Mr. Ayris, of Coventry, 
was the speaker, Mr. Bubb was present at the Cheltenham 
Spiritualist Church and was not accompanied by his 
daughter. After the service was over Mr. Ayris asked 
the secretary if he could tell him who '' Maudie '" was ? 
He was told that at home Miss Bubb was always called 
" Maudie.” He then asked who the old gentleman was, 
sitting in the front row (Mr. Bubb), and remarked that 
a fair, very bright and beautiful young woman had stood 
behind the old gentleman with her arms round his neck, 
and remarked in a clear voice :—'' | am Maudie's mother." 
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Thinking that the old gentleman would be al: 
described her, the speaker omitted to give the 
and message until Mr. Bubb had left the Church 

Miss Bubb writes :—‘‘ During the funeral 
Church, while Mr. Sharp was giving a most 
invocation, before the address, I sensed my Fath 
me for the first time since his passing. I sent 
loving mental question as to whether he was rea 
and immediately heard the reply clairaudiently, 
owing to the difficulty of concentrating during the 
I could not memorise the exact words :—' Yes, N 
I have just come to speak to you. Yes, I am all 
I wanted you to know. Now I am going back. Good-bye 
Just a loving greeting and he was gone. But it was}, 
I know full well." ia 

There is little doubt that had Mr. Bubb develop, 
his innate healing power when young he would ha, 
become a wonderful healer, for he never visited an invali 
without some benefit in health accruing to the sufferer, 


MR. BUBB’S LIFE STORY. 


The story of Mr. Bubb’s interesting career i; 
told by the Gloucestershire Echo, from which w 
cull the following particulars. 


The second son of Mr. Anthony Bubb, of Witcom) 
Court, Gloucestershire, he was born on January 16, 1843, 
He was educated at Cheltenham, Weston-super-Mar, 
Queenwood College, Hants, and in Germany. He 
began his business career as apprentice to a Londm 
firm of land surveyors, a profession for which he showed 
great aptitude. His health broke down, and after severi 
months illness he joined his younger brother in acq 
the Southfield Cloth Mills at Woodchester, bu 
undertaking proved to be disastrous. "x 

He next joined another brother who was working 
the Ligurian slates at Lavagna in Italy, and sh 
them to England. And thus began his fifty j 
connection with Italy, first for business and : 
health and pleasure. BR. 

While residing at Santa Margherita, Liguria, her 
Zoë, the eldest daughter of Dr. David Lloyd, of 
Isle of Wight. This happy marriage was 
within three years by the death of his wife at 
of their second daughter, who did not long sur | 
mother. The first daughter is Miss Evelyn Maude Bu 

A year later he married his first wife's greatest : 
Mrs. Hampson, widow of Mr. John Hampson, of 
wood, and daughter of Mr. William Hall, of Seven Springs, 
Cheltenham. This marriage was as happy as the fi 
and lasted for forty years until his wife died seven ye 
ago. A year after this marriage Mr. Bubb bought an 
old Italian “ palazzo” at Rapallo, a few mil 
Santa Margherita, which he owned for forty years. thi 
quaint red mansion stood on rocks rising out of thè 
Mediterranean Sea, and behind it stretched a large am 
luxuriant garden. Both Mr. and Mrs. Bubb spoke 
Italian well, and they were much beloved by the peasants 
and fisher people who were their near neighbours. — 

Mr. Bubb was one of the earliest motorists ! 
Gloucestershire, and was an early member of the Royal 
Automobile Club. He commenced driving in 1899 al 
drove almost daily for thirty years, his favourite car 
being a Cadillac. On his eighty-eighth birthday he drovè 
his thirty horse-power touring car for about twenty-fvè 
miles, his only companion being Miss Bubb. ^". 

He was also fond of deep-sea yachting, and first it 
the S.Y. Cressida, and later the S.Y. Adriana, he spat 
many happy months on the sea, navigating the yacit 
himself. He made winter cruises in the Mediterranea 
visiting Italy, Greece, France, Spain, Dalmatia, Turkey, 
and Algeria, and went on summer cruises to Scotland 
and Norway, his wife being as enthusiastic a voyag 
as himself. -— 

During their married life Mr. and Mrs. Bubb great! 
developed the Ullenwood property, taking a keen interes" 
in forestry and the building of the farm-houses aM 
cottages which have made the estate the beautiful property 
it is to-day. He employed some thirty men on t i 
estate, by whom as by the whole neighbourhood he w 
greatly esteemed, When in June, 1902, Miss Bubb's twent 
first birthday was celebrated by a dinner fifty-four tenant 
and employees sat down to the feast, and presentatic 
of money were made to the employees according to the 
years of service, i 

It was Mr. Bubb who provided the huge bonfires whi 
blazed on Crickley Hill on the occasion ofQ een Victor 
Diamond Jubilee in 1897 and King George's Cc 
in 1911. 

He was made a Justice of the Peace in March, 
and while resident at Ullenwood sat regularly - 
Cheltenham Bench of Magistrates, m 

He was fond of an open-air life and was deeply 
in psychical matters, his first interest having b 
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The Spiritualist World 
R. P. GORDHART, of 8 Van Imhoftplein, 
M Ihe Hague, is the genial Dutch Spirit 
ualist, who three years ago brought to 
London the invitation. of his countrymen to 
iritualists throughout the world to assemble 
in Congress im Holland m September, 1931. 
‘As he is President of the Organising Committee 
the Congress we welcomed his visit to us on 
pril rô, so that we might learn something 
t first hand of the preparations being made by 
the warm-hearted Dutch Spiritualists for the 
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had expressed the wish that there should be no flowers 
or mourning at the funeral, and this wish was respected 
V very natural exception was a magnificent cross, over 


six feet long, composed of arum and harrissi lilies, roses 
carnation the tribute of his beloved daughter, 


ted on the cothin 


and 
which re: 


The service was conducted by Mr. W R harp, of 
Coventry, and Miss A, Yate of Bristol, who both 
emphasised the Spiritualist gospel that death meant 
only the passing into a higher, freer, and happier life, 
Mr, Sharp said he had received a message that morning 
from Mi John Hampson, in spirit-life, who said 

Henry Bubb is all right He bids you tell them that 
the glimpse he has already had far exceeds his greatest 
inticipations Ihe funeral took place at Badgeworth 


in 
was beautifully 
dei snowdrops 
After the « Mr. Sharp, 
those assembled dropped into the 
passed, which flowers had been culled by 


conveyed 


the 


motor-cars and motor coaches 


Churchyard, whither 


company was 
| he grave 
and 


performed by 


orated with laurel leaves, moss 


ommittal ceremony, 
posies of snowdrops 
grave as they 


the Allenwood employees from their cottage gardens 
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t erland, Mr. Goedhart spent his whole professional 

e as à teacher and school inspector, and was Principal 

High School at The Hague, when he retired in 

E was married in 1888, and it was the death 

Sx 900 that first awoke his interest in Spirit- 

R r to London in roro and had sittings 

" Xr. Cecil Musk and Mr. Ronald Brailey In 1912 
x | to contril articles to Het Toekomstig Leven 
Future Life the Dutch Spiritualist monthly, 

af w hc ter became director, editing it from 1925 
to 1 He was secretary of The Hague Spiritualist 
A ssociat over five years. He has been present 
UM SI st World Congresses held at Liege, Paris 
and Lon and he acoompanied Sir Arthur Conan 
Dude as interpreter during his great tour through Holland 

in rox 

lewis SocrkTY FOR Psycnic REÉSEARCH.—At a 
M this Society the following resolution 


ex moral MEL VAR ` 
> nO lhat this general meeting, 
ng Ux premises in the more 
ürsuit of the Society s objects, hereby empowers 
the Oowmol to tak the necessary steps, and pledges 
support of such undertaking,’ A number of 
generoes donations were made, and promises given of 
nancial assistance and gifts in kind. Amongst other 
activities It is proposed to establish a library, and offers 
of books, gits, and donations will be gratefully received 


by the Hon, Secretary, Mr. A. Victor, Caxton Hall, S.W. 


was unanumousiv adopted 


hex] of permanent 
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CONAN DOYLE MEMORIAL FUND. 


HE Hon. Treasurer of this Fund received 
the following donations from March 18 to 
April 17 inclusive, amounting to £55 2s. 4d., 

which with the {1,056 4s. ird. previously 
acknowledged brings the total donations to date 
to £1,111 7s. 3d. 

SIXTH LIST OF DONATIONS. 


Mr. Goedhardt, Mrs. Noé, and 
other Dutch friends " ws 17 710 
Walthamstow Spiritualist Church IO IO O 
Mrs. A. M. Menck ... 5 0 O 
Mrs. Jessie C. Morton 5.0 0 
C. I. Williams, Esq. d y e vet 0 

Carmyle Christian Spiritualist 
Association oak 1 2.0 0 
Oxford Spiritualist Society III O 
Mrs. Emma Mendelssohn ... Lors 
C. W. Newcourt, Esq. : hy Ix 6 
Huntingdon Spiritual Centre sas ONE TE C 

Sale of Photo Postcards of Sir 
Arthur to date ... x € Pia)» 
Total £47 16 4 


Amounts of {1 and under.—Mrs. Shapira; Mrs. E. S. 
Norfolk; D. Barrington, Esq.; Dunfermline Society of 
Spiritualists; Miss Alice Evans (Mosman, Australia); 
Ernest H. Godbold, Esq.; Mrs. R. F. Mayer, Nairobi; 
F. Hartnoll, Esq.; Mrs. E. Goodwin; Miss Eleanor 
G. Trundle, J.P.; W. G. Stewart Russell, Esq.; Mrs. 
K. Briscoe; “ Spiritualist,” Sheffield ; Mrs. Clara 
Phillips; Mrs. J. Townsend; Mrs. G. Pegge; Mrs. L. P. 
Tournay ; Anonymous; Miss Dorothy Bowers.—Total 
£7 6s. od. 


Donations should be sent to the Honorary Treasurer, 
Mr. A. C. Grigg, Lloyds Bank Ltd., 121-125 Oxford 
Street, London, W.1. 
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PRETENDED MEDIUM'S FANTASTIC STORY. 
ANOTHER NEWSPAPER STUNT “CONFESSION.” 
HE REV. ARTHUR FORD paid us a 
welcome visit on April 20 and was good 
enough to give us the facts about an 
alleged medium’s “confession” in America 
that has recently been made much of in the 


English press. 

According to the published reports Mr. Nino Pecararo, 
the American medium referred to, had confessed he 
was a fraud, and had claimed further that he had hoaxed 
Lady Conan Doyle last year by materialising the alleged 
spirit of her son. 

Mr. Ford told us :—‘‘ When Pecararo confessed to 
being a fraud he was simply admitting what intelligent 
investigators have known for ten years. He was never 
taken seriously by any Spiritualist group or society in 
the States. I know a number of people who have sat 
with him and everyone reported that his ' mediumship ' 
was the most puerile stupid thing they ever witnessed. 
The general opinion is that he is a fellow who could be 
induced to pretend anything for a ten pound note. 

“ His crooked mentality may be gauged from the news 
item wherein he stated that a year ago he materialised 
Lady Conan Doyle’s son! Everyone knows it is more 
than five years since Lady Doyle last visited America. 
She has herself replied in the Press as follows :—' There 
is no truth in this fantastic story. I have not been in 
America for several years, and I have never seen my 
stepson materialised there. Neither have I ever heard 
of this Pecararo. Let him find some other means of 
seeking notoriety.' 

" Furthermore, the despatch reveals another fact 
connected with this ‘confession’ which makes every 
Spiritualist in America laugh. The 'confession' was 
made in the house of a certain Vaudeville magician, who 
has been trying for years to secure a little cheap publicity 
by attacking mediums. His name is never seen in the 
Press except when he is challenging some important 
Spiritualist. He tries to pose as another Houdini, but 
lacks both Houdini's intelligence and the respect which 
the public had for him. Spiritualists who knew Houdini 
admitted he was a lovable gentleman. 

" This magical father confessor of Pecararo edits a 
page in 5cténce and Invention, in which journal he explains 
simple magical tricks for children. Two years ago he 
was thrown out of a Spiritualist Convention meeting in 
New York for disturbing a religious service. 
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“ So far as Nino Pecararo is concerned, he has 2 
to obtaining money by false pretences, and his e 
fession’ about having been a fraudulent medium , 
hardly prompted by noble motives. He admits tha i 
recent years he has not been successful and his mana, 
recently described one of his shows as ‘a terrible frost 
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ANONYMOUS GIFTS FOR THE CHURCH AN 
SPIRITUALISM. | 


ISHOP FRODSHAM, says the Evening Stanin E 

of April 16, announced at a Halifax Parish Chur, 

meeting that just before Easter he found on ti 
doormat at the vicarage a packet containing {1,0 
from an anonymous donor for reducing the liability o 
the parish church. Last year a similar gift of £1,009 
was found on his doormat. 

And here is a parallel event reported less than thre 
weeks before, of special interest to Spiritualists, Mr 
F. W. South, who was in the offices of Light and th 
London Spiritualist Alliance for forty-two years, untj 
his retirement eight years ago, published some interesting 
reminiscences in Light for March 28, in which he mentions 
that when Mr. Henry Withall was Honorary Treasure 
of the L.S.A., its organ, Light, fell into financial difficulties 
and he was wondering how these could be surmounted 
when there came by post two anonymous letters each 
containing /1,000 to be devoted to the benefit of the 
paper. It was afterwards learned that these munificent 
gifts came from Mr. E. H. Bentall. 

Light has recently started a “ Jubilee Sustentation 
Fund," which it says is '" made necessary by the stressi 
of those circumstances which just now afflict newspapen 
as well as other enterprises." Several hundred pound 
have already been collected from its well-wishers. 

Dr. Fielding-Ould, President of the L.S.A., announced 
in Light of April 18 that Mr. David Gow, its brillian 
Editor for sixteen years, has at his own request bem 
relieved of the sole Editorship, as he felt “he could mt 
much longer bear the full responsibility." He wil 
however, remain as Advisory Editor, and write th 
weekly leader, and Mr. George Henderson Lethem wil 
be his Associate Editor. E^, 

We take this opportunity of wishing our genial contri 
many happy years of greater ease and less responsibility. 
The L.S.A. has done well to retain him, for he is a notable 
landmark in Spiritualistic journalism. 


Uu m R 
MAY FLOWERS. 
Break the bushes into blossom, and the thrushes into 


lj 


song ; 

And the brook in ripple rushes in its silvem rat 
along : 

Winds of March and April showers did their best, diy 
after day, 


Now the world's aglow with flowers, fondled by the 
touch of May. 


You, who yearning in the winter of your sorry dè f 
content, 

Sighed and prayed for joy and sunshine, for this glorious 
event, 

Now ‘tis with you in its splendour, and its pleasantnes 
of yore 

Go you, then, to greet its advent, gladly as yout 
ne'er before. 


Like the bush, and like the song bird, let your anthem 
sweetly call , 
To your heaven of remembrance, dearly 
by us all ; 
Let your voice outvie the music of the flowing 


way, 
Let your heart regret, nor fret not, when you see W 
flowers of May. E 
H. HALLETT BUCKNOL® 
Ho A R 


By training ourselves in breathing to use every P^ 
of our lungs, we can be certain that after three or © 
months of practice our physical strength will be dout 
our intellectual faculties tripled, and our moral qual! 
quadrupled,-—Jules Fiaux. " 
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, } í ered by Mt! ot. Clair Stobart at the Spiritualist 
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ted len 7 Easter morning. I say Christian Easter, 
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— “nancial dig, not. To us that seems a most remarkable statement. 
"uid br Sur, Let me remind you of the setting in which these words 
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ION y Mons letten S occur. According to St. John, Mary Magdalene had 


gone to the tomb in which the physical body of Jesus 
had been laid, to take spices, et cetera, and to her dismay 
she had found the tomb empty. Much distressed at the 
thought that someone had taken away the body of her 
beloved Master, she hastened to tell Peter and John, 
who went immediately to the sepulchre and found that 
indeed the body of Jesus was not there. 

Now the disciples had all behaved very badly throughout 
the last days of their great Teacher and had deserted 
him in his hours of trial. And now Peter and John, 
not knowing what to make of this empty tomb, instead 
of stopping to find out what had happened—fearing 
perhaps that they might, if discovered near the sepulchre, 
be suspected of having removed the body, and wishing 
also perhaps to avoid suspicion of association with one 
put to death as a revolutionary—they, Peter and John, 
went back timorously to their own homes. 


_ THE FIRST WITNESS OF THE RESURRECTION. 


And it was left to Mary Magdalene to be the first 
witness of the resurrection (as it is called) of Jesus. With 
more courage than they, she stayed by the tomb, in the 
hope of finding out what had really happened, and she 
richly rewarded. For as she was gazing through 
her tears at the place where the body of Jesus had lain, 
she beheld two angels—or spirits—in shining white—their 
ectoplasmic covering—one at the head, and the other 
the foot of the grave. 
They asked her why she wept and was seeking the 
living amongst the dead. They told her that Jesus 
ad risen from the dead, and reminded her that he had 
fold the disciples (at the Transfiguration seance and at 
Dther times) that he would be crucified but would rise 
pain on the third day. Observe Mary wasn’t at all 
Surprised at being thus spoken to by spirits. 
Then turning round she found herself face to face 
With someone she supposed to be the gardener, in charge 
of the cemetery, as it was too early for anyone else to be 
about. He also asked her why she was weeping, and 
she said, “ Oh, sir, if you have removed my Master, do 
fell me where you have laid him, that I may take him 
way.” 

And then we can imagine Mary’s surprise and joy 
when, in reply, she heard the well-known voice of Jesus 
himself call her gently by her name, ' Mary!" She 
called out joyfully, ' Master !” and in her eagerness 
Stretched out her hands to touch him, but he had only 
just materialised, and the power given out by herself 
was probably not very strong, she being full of emotion. 
Jesus told her not to touch him yet, for if she had done so 
he might at once have dematerialised. 
But later, as time went on, when there more 
power, Jesus materialised so successfully that the disciples 
walked and talked with him, and one was able to feel 
and touch the marks where the nails had pinned his 
hands to the Cross. 

You may wonder why it was that Mary did not at 
Once recognise Jesus, whom she knew and loved so well. 
And if anyone had been writing the story who knew 
nothing about spirits they would probably have made 
( her recognise him at once. But, as matter of fact, when 
& spirit materialises for the first time and the power is 
weak, the likeness is never perfect. And in this case, 
the daylight was getting brighter, and the white rays of 
light have the effect of making a materialisation disappear, 
just às they make the images on photographic plates 
or films disappear. 


' Jubilee Sug, 
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Easter Morning ın the Light 
of Spiritualism. 
By MRS. ST. CLAIR STOBART. 


THE DISCIPLES’ INCREDULITY. 

But at any rate Mary both saw and heard Jesus long 
enough to convince her that it was he. She told other 
women who came to the ] mother, 
about what had happened, off to tell 


And these 


apostles, 


the disciples i 
and should 


who had spent so much time 

have learnt to understand the truths of 
survival, were incredulous. The news bro by Mary 
and the other women '' seemed to them as idle tales and 
they believed them not." And even on the same day 


when two of them walked and talked with Jesus on the 
way to Emmaus they were incredulous, until he broke 
bread with them in his old familiar characteristic way, 
when their eyes were opened and they at last believed 
that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead. 


Having thus told the story of what happened on the 
first Christian Easter day, Mrs. Stobart proceeded to 
elucidate and stress certain points of interest from the 
Spiritualistic point of view. She thought the early 
incredulity of the Apostles had been all to the good, 
and showed that they were certainly not ready to believe 
“idle tales" and must have very convincing evidence 
before they could believe that the Resurrection of Jesus 
in spirit form had actually occurred. They did not 
have any ready faith in what they had been told. 


FAITH NOT SUFFICIENT. : 

A well-known clergyman of the Church, who was 
timidly hovering on the outer edge of Spiritualism, had 
asked her one day if faith in a future life, faith in this, 
that and the other, was not all suffücient? She replied 
that Spiritualists preferred knowledge to faith, and facts 
to miracles, and that until the clergy followed suit, their 
churches would remain empty. It was because the 
churches had not been able to establish the facts of their 
religion that they had been obliged to insist upon faith. 
They still said that faith in miracles was necessary, as 
the age of miracles had passed, but Spiritualists were 
able to understand these so-called miracles by the psychic 
facts that were happening to-day. 

It was not enough to tell people they must accept the 
resurrection of Jesus on faith, and the truth of their 
own personal future resurrection, on faith in certain 
traditions. Human nature was human nature all the 
world over, and it was outgrowing the swaddling clothes 
of ecclesiastical authority. Where the issue was one of 
life and death—death or everlasting life—the futility 
of relying on a faith that had become attenuated to 
vanishing point, like that of children in Father Christmas, 
was foolish and suicidal on the part of those responsible 
for the established religion of the nation. 


JESUS WORKED HARD TO GIVE EVIDENCE. 

jesus himself had not required his disciples to accept 
his resurrection on faith. When they had treated Mary's 
report of having seen him as an idle tale, he took infinite 
pains, worked hard as a materialised spirit, to give con- 
vincing evidence of his survival. He appeared to them 
and conversed with them time after time, and with 
exquisite patience and forbearance he acquiesced in 
Thomas’s request to be allowed to put his fingers in 
the nail-prints, so that he might have knowledge instead 
of faith, certainty instead of surmise. 

EXOTERIC AND ESOTERIC RELIGION. 

All religion has an exoteric or exterior aspect and an 
esoteric or inner significance. The ancient Greeks, and 
the Egyptian and Hindu priests before them, presented 
to the multitude the exoteric aspect only. Religion was 
conveyed to the people at large by symbols. Idols of 
wood and stone were used as symbols of the divinities, 
or spirits, represented. The inner significances were 
reserved for the privileged few, the priests and initiates, 
who alone came face to face, during the celebration of 
the Mysteries, with the divinities themselves. 

Religion was in those times presented symbolically, 
and faith was for the people an important factor, for it 
was necessary that they should believe that the symbols 
represented realities. In course of time the symbols 
came to be mistaken for the realities both by the ignorant 
and by persons of higher intelligence, who were not 
initiates, when they were unable to have faith that the 
idols represented spiritual realities. The initiates reserved 
to themselves alone the inner knowledge. 

Now for good or ill Jesus altered all that. He said 
in effect, “ Away with Mysteries, away with Initiates, 
away with the privileged few! The Kingdom of Heaven 
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is within each one, within you and you and you. No 
need for priests, no need for temples, for God can be 
worshipped on the mountain, by the lakeside, or in the 
wilderness 
A RELIGION DEMOCRATIC AND PRACTICAL. 

hed a religion that was through and through 
and practical He did away with exoterk 
with symbols, and with the necessity for 
Come, he said, put your fingers into the nail-prints 
for yourselves; don't worry about the need for 


jesus preac 
democrat 


and esoteric 


aith in what you do not know; the basic fact in religion 
is the survival of the soul after death, and I am proving 
survival to be true to each one of you 


Ihe churches to-day were teaching by means of symbols, 

with no real knowledge that the symbols 
represented realities, for the priests of to-day, unlike 
those of old, were not initiated into the mysteries, and 
therefore taught without being themselves convinced. 
Chey did not seek a knowledge of the psychic facts proving 


and oiten 


survival; they denied their validity, and they elevated 
faith to the position of a virtue in itself. Mrs. Stobart 
said she had recently asked a lady, '" Would you not 
rather know for certain that there is another life? ” 
and the lady, much shocked, replied, ‘‘Oh no, because 
f I knew for certain I should no longer have faith, and 
faith is one of the greatest Christian virtues." The 
clergy of to-day must study the inner mysteries as taught 
by Spiritualism, or the people, who were studying these 


mysteries for themselves, would take religion into their 
own hands and put an end to an uninstructed 
sacerdotalism 


HUMBLE INSTRUMENTS USED. 

A point to notice in the story of the resurrection was 
how God had made use of the humblest of instruments 
*to accomplish the greatest work. The honour of letting 
the world know that Jesus had risen, and that man 
survives the grave, was bestowed on a woman who was 
formerly a harlot. Had Mary Magdalene not stayed 
behind at the tomb and given Jesus an opportunity 
to materialise and manifest, he might never have succeeded 
in making himself seen and known to his incredulous 
disciples, and in that case where would Christianity 
have been? We ought to be grateful to Mary Magdalene, 
for she was in fact the first Christian Spiritualist to whom 
Jesus revealed himself as spirit, and it was she who first 
spread the news of his resurrection, which is to-day the 
central fact of Christianity. 

And so, in conclusion, said Mrs. Stobart, I want to 
derive from this story of the resurrection two lessons 
which are not usually extracted from it. First, Scepticism 
is a natural part of human nature, and people have every 
justification for wishing to verify the apparently “ idle 
tales " told by Spiritualists. And Spiritualists ought to 
emulate the patience of Jesus in dealing with incredulity 
and affording all proofs available. Second, that when, 
like Mary Magdalene, we have been privileged to obtain 
proof of survival, we should not hesitate to spread the 
good news to the world. No one should leave it to 
others to be the missioners of the great truth. No one 
should refrain from doing his part because he was only 
a humble individual. The sincere recital of a personal 
experience may influence the mind of some listener who 
may be destined one day to exercise world-wide influence. 
The greatest movements have in many cases had very 
humble beginnings, and if Mary Magdalene could be 
used as an instrument for spreading the gospel of ever- 
lasting life, there may be many in this hall who can 
be used, if willing, for furthering on earth the work 
of the risen Christ. 

R W WS 


THE VALE OWEN FUND. 


^ E who shall be able to endure to the end 
shall find a very great salvation." In 
these words, and from a bed of sickness, 
the Rev. G. Vale Owen concluded the address 
read on his behalf at the Church Room, All Souls, 
Langham Place, on January 15, before a 
gathering of clergy. 

Such was his message to his brethren of the ministry 
and such is his message to all who profess and call 
themselves Spiritualists. In a document which may mark 
the beginning of a new epoch in the development of 
Christian Spiritualism, Mr. Vale Owen warned his fellow 
clergy that “if any of you should feel it your duty to 
investigate this subject it would be well first to sit down 
and count the cost for it seems to be of Divine 
intent that nothing worth having shall be come by without 
sacrifice.” oe 

Those who were privileged to share his confidence 
and à loving friendship that cannot be replaced, know 
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how much he felt the separation from his brethren of 
the ministry which his fearless venture into the wilder, 

of unorthodoxy imposed. It was fitting, therefore, that 
his last appeal should have been made to those who, 


t ve 
sympathy and understanding he so much prized, by y 
sides received P but N ory “his se 
His influence extended far and wide and has pen recor efit Ü 
deeper than is generally supposed. “ God never for the ben uc 
Himself without a witness” and the witness of Val À Research, I reca 


Owen has exercised a profound spiritual influence upop 
the development of the Spiritualist Movement. 

Almost his last act was to urge on his fellow cleng, 
with humbleness of heart and fearless courage that 
' Spiritualism is the most progressive force in the world 
of religious thought at the present time and that th 
great historic opportunity for which the Church is waiting | 
has been with us for the last half century." 

Now that he has left this plane let us not forget that 
the '" Vale Owen Fund” was established to provide 
for the maintenance of himself and those dependent on 
him. In terms of the Trust Deed the Fund will bẹ 
continued for the benefit of the widow and family who 
forsook the cloistered hearth and shared his burdens with 
unfailing courage and devotion. Donations should be | 
sent to The Trustees, Vale Owen Fund, 4 London Wall 
Buildings, London, E.C.2. 
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A SUGGESTION FOR MEDIUMS. 


FEEL (writes a correspondent, a life-long 
Spiritualist) our mediums miss sometimes 
great opportunities. When, for example, a 
distinguished member of the Government, Mr, 
Fred Montague, Under-Secretary of State for 
Air, gave the address the other Sunday evening 
at Queen’s Hall there must have been with him | 
many spirit friends—perhaps some who were los 
in the Rror, perhaps Captain Hinchliffe, perhaps 
some of his late political colleagues, alm 
certainly some of his own relatives. But w 
for members of the audience there were U 
Tom, Aunt Jane, Cousin Harry and a hos 
those family spirits whose names and relation 
Mrs, Estelle Roberts gets so wonderfully, r SPR i 
: P.R. a cynical commen: 
was described for him. 2. vB. ments which was grossly 
Mr. Fred Montague listened most attentively whils wicked—for malicious in: 
these descriptions were being given, but I doubt w to only by the unscrupt 
they changed his own outlook towards survival Wh truth Dr. Woolley has mi 
he said in his address was this :—‘‘ I am perfectly e 
that neither fraud nor superstition, neither conjuring A Fir 
nor illusion, can explain the authentic phenomena of 
Spiritualism, but I am not yet quite sure that continuity 
of life has been fully proved." His reason for hesitancy 
is, he explained, that he prefers to exhaust certain fields 
of physics before accepting the complete psychic belief. _ 
One can always welcome an honest doubter, and it 
was certainly a great pleasure to have Mr. Montague on 
the Queen's Hall platform. His presence there was due 
to his friendship with Mr. Groom, who, speaking from 
personal experience, was able to describe him as “ one oí 
the most unselfish workers for socialism.” 


Mr. Montague’s address was a challenge to the attitude 
towards life, adopted by certain scientists, which he 
regards as the negation of life. ‘‘ The old prejudice f 
against the investigation of Spiritualist phenomena is $ 
he said, “ no longer tenable. In any other subject tht 
weight of evidence would be regarded as overwhelming.” 
This admission by a distinguished member of the Govern- 
ment should be of great importance to the mover 
and as I recall it I wish more than ever that Mr. Mon 
could himself have been given a convincing mes 
It may not have been possible, nor may it yet bè 
practicable for clairvoyants to get evidence at public ici te 
meetings from spirits who in E life were celeb "-— Du Talkie Cinema Fi 
but I hold that the time is fast approaching, if it has not and ` mie will be gii 
already come, for gifted mediums to try for such m «Clon plifting, talks on 
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the Movement to make an important advance, - 
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The Research Methods 


By R. H. 

N reading your very able Continental Editor's 
record of his seances at Tavistock Square 
for the benefit of the Society for Psychical 
Research, I recall with pleasure some of the 
incidents he relates, as I was a witness of his 
Psychic gifts, when phenomena were produced 


of quite a startling character. 

I am not likely to forget the astonishment of a sitter 
who was told by Monsieur Forthuny that he would shortly 
be concerned financially in a brewery. Unless the 
medium were sure of his powers that would have been 
a risky thing to say, for the person addressed might 
have been a rigid '' dry," but in this case the gentleman 
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ami) said, in a surprised tone :—'' Well, that’s extraordinary ! 
td. y I've got in my pocket the prospectus of a brewery company 
“ng in which I contemplate taking shares.” 


It would be difficult to beat the startling psychometrical 
test submitted to M. Forthuny. A small box was handed 
to him, together with an envelope. The contents of 
neither article could be properly seen, yet immediately 
M. Forthuny handled them he sensed a dreadful tragedy, 
described a man fall dying, a terrible crash, a brilliant 
light, and even gave the names of persons concerned. 
The two objects had been taken from German Zeppelins 
brought down during the war, and Dr. Woolley of the 
Psychical Research Society in his report of the proceedings 
has admitted that this was a striking proof of the 
accuracy of M. Forthuny’s readings. 

I cannot understand why there should ever have 
been the slightest hesitation to admit the success of 
A Forthuny's demonstrations, for, to judge from 

hearty applause which greeted his “ hits” those 

mew were not only perfectly satisfied but delighted. 

| present were spoke in French when addressing particular 

"aimes aod what was said quite well, and 

oritur French was limited a competent interpreter 
rendered it into English. 

In referring to M. Pascal Forthuny's work for the 
3 en eect at Tavistock Square, one 
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dac d some « | g producer only thought of it, 
ence to m would a series of lectures 


A. Conan Deve on the “ Talkies” have made 


one day each town of any size will have a 
Municipal Talkie Cinema House of its own, for educational 
work, in which will be given lectures on things spiritual 
and uplifting, talks on astrology and all the other 

" ologies," travels in and customs of other lands, psychic 
matters, hygiene, babies' welfare, electioneering talks 
(without the eggs !), new and modern inventions 
demonstrated, latest books discussed, social etiquette, 
even engineering and automobile repairs for the amateur, 
dress and millinery parades, etc. y, the uses would 
be infinite! What a useful mode of imparting knowledge 
to schools and colleges and other institutions, and all 
at a merely nominal charge | 

There is many a clergyman buried in the country 


i a: E u 
n push 
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E Fine Opportunity for ' 
| By MADAME M. HURST. 


of the Proselft S. P E E 


SAUNDERS. 


in which he writes of the 
Forthuny's experiments, and 
the verv warm thanks of 


Report of the Proceedings, 
" striking accuracy " of M. 
winds up his Report with “ 
the Society.” 


Now who is this Mr. Besterman? The answer is given 


in the fullest manner in the recent pamphlet by Mr 
H. Dennis Bradley, entitled, '" An Indictment of the 
Present Administration of the Society for Psychical 
Research." No more scathing impeachment Of this 


so-called Research Society has ever been penned, and 


this Mr. Besterman figures very largely in the arraign- 
ment; and one must recollect it is written by one whose 
real Research and practical experience of psychical 


phenomena are far beyond those of any other member 


of the S.P.R. 

This pamphlet has been sent to every member of the 
S.P.R., but the pity is that its circulation should be 
limited in this way. It should be deposited with every 
Spiritualist Society and in the hands of all who value 
genuine and sincere investigation of psychical phenomena, 
and whose sole desire is to obtain the truth, and nothing 
but the truth. 

Mr. Besterman is called a '' 
Mr. Dennis Bradley terms him a '' Besmirch Officer,' 
with too good reason. It is extraordinary that so 
incompetent and inexperienced a person as he has proved 
to be should have been placed in the important positions 
of Editor of the Journal and Librarian of the S.P.R., 
and also that despite the indignant protests made against 
him by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and eighty others he 
should still be retained in these offices. For the odium 
is reflected upon the Society as a body, and if Mr. 
Besterman's opinion that “ practically all phenomena 
are faked ” is shared by the Society, the sooner it cases 
to function as a Research Society the better for the 
cause of psychic science, for it is obvious that as at present 
constituted it is neither equipped by experience nor 
animated by any real desire to ascertain the truth. 

During the many years I have devoted to the examina- 
tion of psychic matters I have tested twenty-five mediums, 
English and foreign, and I detected only one fraudulent, 
who assumed a power not possessed. I publicly 
denounced this medium. In one other case the medium 


Research Officer," though 


undoubtedly had psychic gifts but was liable to '' help "' 
the phenomena at times. 
After sixty years' acquaintance with supernormal 


phenomena in ali their many phases I assert with emphasis 
that so far from all phenomena being “ practically faked '' 
the percentage of fraud is trifling, and that as a whole 
the phenomena are as real as existence itself, and have 
been par demonstrated on countless occasions. 


‘The Talkies.’ 


who is a wonderful spiritual leader and anxious to make 
those in his small parish believe as he believes and share 
some of the sunshine and happiness that pervade his 
daily life; what is to prevent him preaching a test 
sermon in a sound studio and having it sent round on 
its faith-giving mission? If he is the right sort of man, 
he could help hundreds, nay thousands. The radio has 
done much good in that way, but to “ say it with talkies ”’ 
would be going one better. Why? Because the per- 
sonality of the speaker comes right up to you, speaks 
to you, smiles at you as if you and he were alone in the 
theatre; you feel friendly, in fact, before the finish 
if he has a magnetic personality. You more than admire, 
you really like him, and by then he has more than half 
won you over to his cause. 

Before leaving Hollywood for a visit to Europe I went 
to see the then newly released '' All Quiet on the Western 
Front." The film in the making had kept me awake 
nights on end, so I thought I would go and see that 
pandemonium reproduced on the screen. Now that is a 
really '" worth while" picture. It is the finest bit of 
anti-war propaganda work I have seen, It is horrible 
in parts, I admit, but I feel sure that behind Erich 
Remarque and his writings is a strong band of fallen 
heroes, who since going over have found out that the 
wicked and wanton waste of life in war leads to nothing 
but years of miser an aftermath of no work, ill health, 
crime and general unha cw and want. I feel sure 
it was they who urged him to give the true version of 


the horrors, the version the returned men will not speak 
of, but treat as a closed book, 
" Perha 


pae 
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Lady Conan Doyle's 


Definite and Tangible Evidence. 


MMEDIATELY after the passing of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle on July 7 last year, the world 
was on the gut vive for some sure and certain 

sign of his ability to return from across the Veil 
and make his spiritual presence manifest, and 
thus to vindicate the truth of the Spiritualist 
gospel to which he had devoted the last and 
most strenuous years of his life on earth. 

At the great Memorial Service held in his 
honour in the Albert Hall a few days later, 
Mrs. Estelle Roberts was giving clairvoyant 
descriptions when she suddenly broke off and 
looking over to Lady Conan Doyle, who was 
on the platform, exclaimed, ''Sir Arthur is 
here! he is here!" At the end of her 
descriptions she went over to Lady Doyle and 
said, "I have a message for you; Sir Arthur 
is here, and he wants me to tell you .. Here 
her voice dropped so that only Lady Doyle and 
her family heard the message, which was of a 
private nature. Lady Doyle afterwards stated 
that she was convinced this message came from 
her husband. Mrs. Roberts said she had first 
seen Sir Arthur during the two minutes' silence, 
and that while she was giving messages she saw 
him again distinctly and heard ''his fine clear 
voice, which could not be mistaken." 

Soon many messages were printed in the 
English, French, American and Australian press, 
purporting to have been received from the Chief 
Apostle of Spiritualism by mediums in their 
seance rooms. Some of these were characteristic, 
and some were not; some were felt to be quite 
convincing and some were the opposite, and it is 
right to say that the secular press seemed disposed 
to lay more stress on the improbable messages 
and less stress on the probable ones, and thus 


to cast doubt on all the communications. 

Lady Conan Doyle in these circumstances promised that 
as soon as she had proofs which might be claimed to be 
“ veridical " beyond all doubt, they would be published, 
and on Tuesday, April 7, she offered this “ definite and 
tangible evidence ” of her husband's survival in documents 
which covered a large part of the front and last pages of 
the News Chronicle of London. 

These consist of spirit photographs taken by Mr. 
William Hope, of Crewe, in which the face of Sir Arthur 
undoubtedly appears, along with those of many of his 
friends who are now in the Other World. There is also a 
written message which was mediumistically received 
on a photographic plate, and this is indubitably in the 
handwriting of Sir Arthur. : 

This latter kind of “ photograph ” (technically called a 
skotograph) or impression of a written message on a 
negative without the aid of light—an impossibility in 
ordinary photographic art—is one of the greatest miracles 

¿in psychic science. A plate is usually wrapped up in 
black light-proof paper, held for a few moments between 
the hands of the medium and the sitters—without being 
put in a camera—and then developed. On the plate 
produced through Mr. Hope's mediumship the following 
message from Sir Arthur to his family was written :— 


* My dear all of you—1 have greatly looked forward 
to this, but I cannot come in contact as I ought. 
There lies the difficulty. My greeting to you all. 
em indeed doing God's work.—Arthur Conan 

This simple message is obviously in Sir Arthur's own 
characteristic handwriting, and no hypothesis of trickery 
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or forgery would be even plausible. Mr. Hope's he 

and psychic power have stood the test of many ya, 
and the only occasion on which doubt was Cast upy 
them was when Harry Price, Eric Dingwall and Cor 
on behalf of the once great and respectable Sc 
Psychical Research, played a measley trick on h 
inserting two plain plates in a box they pre 
contained only X-rayed plates, and accused him 
of having made a fraudulent substitution! Foi 
for Hope he had insisted at the time of the expe 
on refusing to touch the plates, and all the ma 
of opening the packet, extracting the plates, and p 
them in the photographic slide for exposure had 
performed by Harry Price himself!  Nevert 
psychic '" extras ” appeared on both plates. lopey 
honour was triumphantly vindicated in this vVillainoy 
case by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and M. Pascal Forthuny 
who wrote one a serious and incisive pamphlet on th 
subject, and the other a humorous and no less destructive 
one, and the clumsy fraud of the Psychical Research 
tricksters was thus ruthlessly exposed, although the 
Society has never to this day withdrawn its widely UR 
lished slander or apologised to Mr. Hope. And with all 
its prestige and pretensions this Society could neither 
produce a psychic photograph nor a skotograph—it can 
only disparage these psychic marvels when they appear! 


Lady Conan Doyle, in her News Chronicle article, | 
describes in detail the proceedings when the various | 
remarkable spirit-photographs were taken. | 

Her elder son Denis had a photograph taken by Mr. 
Hope at the British College. '' He took his own plate, 
upon which he put a private mark, and did e i 
himself, and when he developed it there was his dear 
father's face over his shoulder." ; mo 

A few weeks later she and her younger son Adrian 
went to the College. ot 


“Mr. Hope had no idea we were coming 
sitting, as he is never told the names of th 

at the College. The secretary only says t 
‘We have an appointment booked for you 
11 o’clock and another at 3 p.m.’ Not I 
You take your own plates—he always prefers tha - 

and examine the camera thoroughly." 
They took two plates out of their packet, put a p 
mark on each of them, placed them in the slide, an 
they had been exposed by Mr. Hope, they de 
themselves. On the first plate was the face 
friend who had passed to the other side two ye 
'" On the second was a message in my husban 
writing across the plate," says Lady Doyle. ''Nc 
but my own and Adrian's touched these plates.’ 
Arthur had said at a private seance a month pre 
that he would try to write a message on the pla 
he had succeeded. This was something definite 
Doyle could show to the world, authenticated by h | 
personal signature, and not by anyone else's dishonest 
manipulation. y 


Lady Doyle concludes :— E 
* This is definite and tangible evidence of tht 
personal survival of my husband—the handwriting 
of a so-called * dead’ man from the other side, done 
under the most rigid test conditions. Truly there is 
no death, only transition into another sphere of life. 


The photographs have naturally excited intense inter 
not only among convinced Spiritualists but amo 
general public. The faces of Sir Arthur are obviou 
unmistakable, and on one plate is a splendid liken 
his old friend, Dr. Abraham Wallace. On this pe 
photograph a psychic friend of long experience has 
pointed out to us at least half a dozen other faces, anc 
says that the more closely and carefully he has | 
into the pictures the more faces is he able to see. An 
these he has recognised and shown us what appear 
very clear images of the faces of W. T. Stead, 
R. Sims, and Dr. Peebles. j 

Our friend says that obviously Sir Arthur had 
him when these portraits were taken a great com 
his friends, and that it would be of intense in : 
have an account of these spiritual gatherings for mani 
festation from Sir Arthur himself, as well as from so! 
of the notable figures who appear beside him, if a suitab 
opportunity were provided for it by one or more of 
most accomplished mediums. i 

The suggestion is worth noting, but meani 
Doyle may be congratulated on having rer 
service to the Cause by publishing to the w 
documents, which are neither fakes nor conju rers’ - 
but veritable indisputable evidence, which no 0 
honestly gainsay, that our friends who hi ve zone 
across the Veil can return and show that they 
very close to us, as they often are, thou, hou 
the eyes of most of us are “ holden " and cann 
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By MONSIEUR PASCAL FORTHUNY. 


is the most thrilling of all } 


have passed since the Maid 
On the block, when 


shed at the stake as a heretic, 


THE STATUE OF JOAN OF ARC AT ORLEANS. 
Taken during the Spiritualist Joan of Arc Tour in September, 1925. 


her, before condemning her, they 
inspired by the Devil! They 


They quoted the Bible 
certified. 


forth from heaven. She whom 
was by far nearer to God 


r ade 
dare She defended herself 
than that of the most learned 


garden. 


very quickly blossomed 


pitiless tortures, she was the . 
radiant. 


grandeur of the Infinite. henceforth she had the 


Martin, has justly written :— 


^ 
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lucid exhortations which mapped out for her the 
duty. When the hour came she set out en 


CHRONICLE: 


A MONTHLY RECORD OF SPIRITUALISTIC AND PSYCHIC HAPPENINGS THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD, WITH SOME PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 


(This Chronicle is Written in French, and is Translated into English by the Editor.) 


Joan of Arc, the Mediumistic Maid of Orleans. 
MARTYRDOM. 


in the whole history of 


is the most beautiful 
of Joan on the earth 


human marvels,” 
the flames were cruelly consuming 


tor. in the old Market Place her the pious peasant exclaimed " Domremy” and 
: "bf. “ Jesus.’ [hus at her supreme moment she associated 
> - p r T ] n ` : : Apres LO | k € 
d L 1431), and now alter half 4 in her thought the homely hillside where she had been 
millenium her name is honoured with a universal wont to herd ther's sheep and the celestial Good 


Shepherd towards 
whom her soul was 
taking its flight. 
Already on the 
firmament of Nor- 
mandy she perceived 
in her ecstasy the 
gates of heaven 
opening to receive her. 
It is in this attitude 
of true visionary that 
she is represented 
by the sculptor Allar 

a convinced Spirit 
ualist—in his beautiful 
statue of Joan which 
now stands in the old 
church at Domremy. 


HER COMING 

FORETOLD. 

Before Joan issued 
from her pastoral 
solitude, to become 
the miraculous virgin 
in silver armour on a 
black horse, to carry 
a white standard, to 
appear in the presence 
of the’ King o 
France, she had 
already been expected. 
All the common people 
felt certain she must 
come soon. A woman 
who had the gift of 
foreseeing future 
events had been con- 
ducted before the 
feeble monarch and 
had declared :—"' Sire, 
I have seen in the 
heavens the shining of 
bright metal armour, 
and voices have told 
me that this warlike 
vesture will be worn 
by a young girl who 
will place herself at 
the head of our armies 
and save the country.”’ 

And then one 


remembers also the very ancient prophecy of Merlin, 
who predicted that a virgin Liberator would come forth 
from the Bois-Chenu of Lorraine. 


HER OWN WARNINGS. 


All happened as Merlin and the inspired medium had 
One day Joan came forth from her village to 
obey orders she had received from the Other World. 
From the time she was thirteen she had been receiving 
warnings of her vast destiny while reposing in her parents’ 
It was there, in the midst of flowers, that she 
became clairvoyant and clairaudient. 
out 
apparently did not see ordinary spirits but only the most 
She heard no ambiguous counsels but only 


Her mediumship 


magnificently, She 


th of 
, and 


ift of promonition. She kne 
in advance many acts an ibtentiona of good persons end 
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PREJUDICES OF RELIGION AND SCIEN | 


Part of the magnificent monument to Joan at Bon Secours, near Rouen. 
Ihe late Mr. A. E. Timbrell, solicitor, stands on the left and the Editor 
of this Gasette on the right, 


bad, and predicted coming events. Names of opprobrium 
were thrown at her on account of her ''sorcery," but 
she continued her way towards action, devotion, sacrifice. 


SOME EXAMPLES OF CLAIRVOYANCE. 


And before long she was herself very much astonished. 
She said to a soldier at Chinon, when entering the castle :— 
" Ah, you abjure God? And yet you are very near to 
death !" That same evening the soldier fell into the 
river and was drowned. 

Not very long after, at Orleans, during the attack on 
the Bastille at the bridge, she cried to the English captain 
who had insulted her with coarse epithets :—'' Surrender, 
Gledsdale, you have villainously insulted me, but I have 
pity for your soul and those with you." At these words 
the draw-bridge, on which Gledsdale and his soldiers 
were, gave way, and the Loire immediately covered their 
heavily-armoured bodies. 

She recognised the Lord of Baudricourt, at Vaucouleurs, 
without having ever seen him before, and similarly she 
recognised the King at Chinon, though he was hidden 
among three hundred courtiers. When far from the 
battlefield she announced the defeat of the French on 
“The Day of the Herrings " at the moment they were 
vanquished. 

When she met the king she repeated to him, word for 
word, a prayer he had just addressed to God, in his secret 
closet. 

The Voices told her also of a fact utterly unknown. 
They said :—'' The sword of Charles Martel is buried in 
the church of St. Catherine of Fierbois." And there it 
was found. 

On the morning of the attack on the Tourelles at 
Orleans—May 7, 1430—she said :—‘‘ Blood will flow 
from my body to-day," and she was, in fact, pierced that 
day by an arrow. ` 

At Compiegne, while in church, she had a sudden 
warning that she would soon be delivered up to the 
enemy, and said to her companions, '' Good friends, before 
long I shall be led to my death.” 


HER REVELATION OF THE OTHER WORLD. 


I might multiply examples of Joan's admirable medium- 
ship, but these will suffice. In our days ecclesiastics and 
scientists are irritated when we speak of Joan of Arc 
as a medium. But they are wrong, being guilty of 
wilful ignorance or obstinate blindness. The shepherdess 
of Lorraine was a marvellous medium. She brought to 
the world of her time a splendid revelation of the invisible 
world. But, as said the Apostle John, ' She came to 
her own and her own knew her not." 


before being taken to ber doom at Rouen, Photographed by 


[he honour has fallen to modern Spiritualism to comp, 


the assumptions and prejudices of the Church on theg, | 
hand and medical theorists on the other. The fp | 
have made little advance from the view that Joay, | 


mediumship was diabolic, and the second try to expl; 
it away by nerves and hysteria ! 
of these historical mediums is freely acknowledge. 
Saint Martin of Tours, Saint Gregory, Francis d'Assis; | 
Maria d'Agreda, Catherine of Sienna, Rose of Lima, an 
Thérèse d'Avila. | 


THE CELEBRATIONS AT ROUEN. 


We shall see again at Rouen in the end of this mon 
our Britannic brothers and sisters who come annually i; 
the solemn ceremonies commemorating Joan's martyrdom 
I remember seeing, in 1904, Mr. Tree, the Mayor y 
Hastings, in full regalia, preceded by two mace-beares 
He deposited a lily in forged iron on the spot of the stak 
Many English people know that their great Queen Victori 
wished to have the picture of Joan of Arc ever before he 
eyes, and had her portrait specially painted. 


JOAN IN ENGLISH LITERATURE. 


At this moment, while writing these pages, I have takey | 
down from my library some books which were printed in | 
England, and I have perused portions of them all which 
have greatly stirred my heart. First, there is the wor 
of the historian, William Guthrie, who says of La Pucelle, 
'" Like gold, she appears more pure after every trial,” 
Then John Wesley declared, '' She was a person whom it 
had pleased God to raise up." Again we have the glowing 

oems of Southey and John Stirling, and the generous 
tributes of Thomas Carlyle, J. Richard Green, and Andrey 
Lang. These are only a few of the English works which 
have honoured Joan as a great figure in history. The 
fellowship in devotion to St. Joan is a strong spiritual 
link among people of good will in many nations, and 
makes for moral progress and harmony. May they all 
learn to call for the intervention of the most lofty spirits, 
who, like Joan of Arc, continue from the Other Worli 
to protect humanity in its war against excess of evil 
and to prepare it for The Age of Concord, under the reign 
of Spirituality Triumphant ! PAM 


The Chronicle. 
A HARMONISING SPIRITUALISM. 
We said a little last month (page 108) about 
Caodaism, and now add some additional informa: 
tion about this truly spiritual and Spiritualistit $ 


cult. i 
It is based on teachings emanating from superior | 
spirit-entities and transmitted through mediums in] 
trance. The Caodaist Review, of Saigon, says that all | 
the Caodaist services begin with the burning of incens 


The statue of Joan of Aro at Crotoy, the last place where she was 
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and the offering of prayers. In one of 
it is said that "the wise Confucius mappe 


these prayers 
] out the path 


of The Just; the compassionate Buddha preached 
Devoutness and Charity; and pcm the Taoist 
Prophet, laid chief stress on Culture of The True, and 
Discipline of Character." These labin of virtue 
appear, under many variants, throughout the Caodaist 
hymns. The faithful Caodaists wear coloured vestments 
f according to the category to which they belong; 
Buddhists yellow, Taoists blue, Confucians red, and 


those of three other faiths white. 

Great importance is attached to their prayer in common, 
for it is claimed to create pure and harmonising conditions 
which keep away evil or inferior influences. All religions 
believe that their prayers have this effect, but the Caodaists 
specify in true Spiritualist fashion that their collective 
prayers attract to them the protective influences of great 
and good spirits in the Other World. 

We shall give some other time an account of Caodaist 
mediums who play a very extensive role, and that is why 
this new phase of Eastern Spiritualism has been so 
violently attacked in Indo-China by Church missionaries, 
who, according to their incorrigible habit, pretend to see 
in mediumistic revelations nothing but the inspiration of 
Beelzebub with the cloven hoof ! 


THE SPIRITUALISM OF NAPOLEON. 
I have already mentioned here a circumstance 
which demonstrated the existence in Napoleon 


of a veritable belief in Spiritualism. 

Mr. A. Cervesato now gives important testimony in 
Luce e Ombra in support of the deep interest in the 
= unknown world observed in him who was called “ the 
Corsican of the straight hair." The author does not 
hesitate to write :—'' I believe I could prove, given the 
time and means, that Napoleon, who was ever curious 
about occult phenomena and the mystery of the universe, 
. would have profoundly occupied himself with these 
researches.” 

Bonaparte, when commanding the French army in 
Italy, learnt on April 5, 1796, of the death of Chauvet, 
a commisariat officer whom he highly esteemed. Then 
he wrote to his wife Josephine, the future empress :— 
“ What is the future? What is the past? at are 
e? Wha fluid surrounds us, and hides from 
jur eyes t most important to be known? We 
iy, and die in the midst of the marvellous. 
s dead. His last words were that he was going 
he would come back to rejoin me. Yes, 
e; it floats in the air. It is in the clouds, 


ag us to my destiny. 
the exiled emperor declared to Count 
“Man loves the marvellous, which has for 


esistible attraction. In Nature everything is 
emomenon. My existence, the light that illumines 
né, are phenomena, we cannot define. In thought I 
e you here; I see myself again in Paris entering the 
where I bow to the spectators, hear their accla- 
nations, and listen to the music. If I can traverse 
in astantaneously this distance, why should we not traverse 
e distance of centuries ? Why should I not see the future 
I see the past? The one would perhaps be less mar- 
[ede than the other." 
E was interested in magnetism, hypnotism, 
and clairvoyance. It is true that when he consulted 


X he put questions too direct. One day he 
to one of them, 


— 


r :—" If you are so clever, 
li me what I shall do in three days, and what number 
c out to-morrow at the lottery." But he added :— 
puxet of nature are more subtle, more delicate, 
e; up till now they have eluded everybody." 
oblem of the soul inspired in him these 
;—'" Where is the soul of a newly-born child ? 
is that of a madman? If it be immortal, if it 
1 ‘before us, why is it deprived of its memory? 
resides the great secret of nature. I incline to 
7 e that man is ae product of certain fluids and of 

mosphere; that the brain absorbs these fluids 
expresses life; that the soul itself is composed of 
se fluids, and that after death they return into the 
ethe , where they are absorbed by other brains." (Written 
in 1818. ) 

t A PREMONITORY DREAM. 
The following facts are certified authentic by 
. Drs. De Grandi Silvia and Angelo Moraghi, and 
by Messrs. Eligio Minali and Erina R. Bianchi, 
of Varese, Italy. 


Madame Angela Beccallio, aged 85, widow of a druggist, 
came to visit her son Eligio on the morning of February 
6, 1930. She told him that in a dream she had seen her 
deceased husband, who said to her :—" I will return to 
fetch you in 18 days.” Eligio tried to convince his 
mother of the absurdity of this dream, but the old lady 
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remained certain she would die in 18 days. She had, 
however, excellent health and was in full possession of her 
mental faculties; she lived an almost active life and 
herself directed the domestic concerns in her house. 

Now on February 17 from heart trouble 


she suffered 


but the doctor judged that to be without importance 
She alone believed in its gravity, and said, “I shall die 
in a week." With perfect clear-mindedness she made 
all her dispositions, prepared for her obsequies, paid for 
candles and wreaths, and said her adieus to her friends 
On the evening of February 23, she entered upon her 
last agony and died on the morning of the 24th, exactly 


18 days after her dream.—Luce e Ombra. 


ECTOPLASM AT RIGA. 

some months ago we rererrog to sittings of the 
Riga Psychical Society with the 
medium N.T., who desires for the present to be 
known only by his initials. 

New seances took place in October and December, 1930, 
and gave notable results. The medium was in trance 
and a red light was mostly used. The aim of these 
experiments was to obtain the production of ectoplasm. 
On October 9, the substance was seen by all the sitters. 
It came forth from the mouth of N. T., and measured, 
in the form of a bladder, 15 to 17 centimetres long. In 
the course of this test the medium became violently 
agitated and fell twice on the floor, groaning and 
suffocating. 

On October 23, the experimenters received beautiful 
apports of flowers, and on December 6 two different 
fruits were apported which spread a strong perfumed 
odour in the room. The medium then was Mr. Kundzin. 


SUPERNORMAL PHOTOGRAPHY AT NICE. 

On November 23, 1930, Mrs. Gal, the president 
of the “ Fiat Lux " Spiritualist circle at Nice, 
was visited by an English lady unknown to her. 


The lady asked Mrs. Gal to photograph her, for she 
believed herself capable of producing phenomena in 
psychic photography. A negative was exposed and 
beside the image of the visitor, the head of an aged 
man with a beard appeared, but was not identified. 

A few days later, the circle was told at a seance with 
the ouija-board that the man with the white beard was 
Vincent de Paul Bailly, of the “Augustins de 
l Assomption,” founder of the journals La Croix and 
Pelerin, who was born in 1832 and died at Paris on Dec- 
ember 2, I9I2. 

A letter was thereupon sent to the present editor of 
La Croix, asking him who V. de P. Bailly was, and when 
the reply came from Paris it stated that he was in reality 
the founder of the two journals mentioned on the 
ouija-board. 

A modern biographical dictionary was next referred to, 
and in it was found a portrait of the friar which perfectly 
resembled that on the psy chic photograph. Under the 
portrait was the notification “ died at Paris, December 2, 
1912.” The ouija-board had said nothing but what was 
true. 


Research 


SPIRITUALIST CONGRESS IN 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
A Spiritualist Congress will take place 
Radvanice, Czecho-Slovakia, on July 5 and 6. 


The Spiritualists of that country express the desire to 
enter into closer relations with their Spiritualist brethren 
throughout the world. Let them feel assured that their 
brethren in all countries will be very happy to be con- 
stantly informed of the Spiritualist movement in the young 
Republic of Central Europe. There exists, it is true, 
an organ of the movement whose birth we announced in 
this Chronicle, which has ever since pursued a brilliant 
career. Itis the Spiritisticka Revue. Unhappily whatever 
may be the graces of the Czech language, it is scarcely 
spoken beyond the frontiers of that beautiful country, 
of which Prague is the dignified capital. We have already 
expressed the wish that this Revue, which is obviously 
rich in its articles and information, should publish a 
summary of its contents in English or French. That 
would render a great service to universal Spiritualism, 
and would follow the example of the T.S.F. of Prague, 
which, after announcing its programme in Czech, repeats 
it in French. This arrangement responds to a truly 
fraternal requirement. 


" THE MANSIONS IN THE SKY.” 
When the whole Spiritualist family has been 


addressing tributes of affection and admiration 
towards G. Vale Owen as he was passing through 


the Veil into the Othe World, it 
to open Licht, published. at xk 


at 


E 
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an article by General Josef Peter on ' Death 
and After." 

The reading of this article recalls to me those descriptions 
of the world beyond which are so precise in the scripts 
of Mr. Vale Owen, whose inspirers pictured a whole creation 
analogous to that of the terrestrial sphere, with landscapes, 
lakes, mountains, houses and clothes. 

General Peter writes that perhaps spirits, immediately 
after death and for some time, remain influenced by their 
former habits, and in a sort of somnambulic hallucination 
reconstruct around them the surroundings of their 
terrestrial life 

He says :—'' So long as the material desires dominate 
the spirit, there will be no clear or true consciousness of 
the spiritual world. The spirit in that state creates his 
own world made of earthly representations. This dream 
state wil not last always. There is nothing astonishing, 
then, in communications during the first period con- 
taining traces of terrestrial origin. There is nothing 
ridiculous in a spirit, after the terrible commotion of death, 
attaching itself to the world it has just left, and dreaming 
of houses, clothes, and other things.” 

Mr. Vale Owen's communications, however, reveal a 
substantial spiritual universe which is no mere dreamland, 
and the concensus of spirit-messages received by mediums 
in all countries confirm them. 


A TELEPHONE CALL IN THE NIGHT. 

Can anyone explain this curious happening, 
which is reported in our Spanish contemporary, 
Lumen ? 

A doctor, sleeping in his bed, was awakened by a 
telephone call. He took up the receiver and heard the 
voice of a woman imploring him to come to the succour of 
an invalid in danger. The address was given—the 
street and number. In five minutes the doctor was at 
the door and rang the bell No response. He rang 
again, and a servant came. On seeing him she said 
there was no one ill there. Besides, she added, the 
telephone was in her own room, and no one had used it. 
It was very mysterious. 

Then the servant had an intuition. Perhaps the cook 
had become ill The doctor accompanied her to the 
cook's room and found that domestic dead, as if she had 
died only about half an hour before. 

Had the doctor been mentally influenced by a despairing 
appeal from the dying woman? Did he only think he 
had heard the telephone? Not at all Not only he 
heard it but his valet as well. The latter heard his 
master repeating the name and number of the street as 
they were being given to him over the wire. Soit remains 
a mystery still. Who can explain it? 


THE VISION OF CHARLES XI. 
Perhaps it will be agreeable if I introduce in 
this Chronicle of contemporary events, a story 
of olden times essentially psychic, namely that 
of the vision of Charles XI, King of Sweden. 


This king was positive in character and devoid of 
imagination. He was greatly afflicted by the death of 
his wife, Ulrique-Eleonore. One autumn evening he was 
seated in his study in the palace at Stockholm, talking 
with his chamberlain, the Count of Brahé, and his doctor, 
Baumgarten, a man profoundly materialistic and sceptical. 
At length the king lowered his eyes to the fire in the hearth 
and meditated in silence. His companions suggested 
they should leave him alone, but he said, “ Remain with 
me." Brahé and Baumgarten understood that the king 
was thinking about his deceased wife. _ 

Suddenly Charles rose and passed outside through the 
French window to view Lake Moeler. And it was then 
he saw, in the right wing of the palace, the windows of 
the Crown Room lit up with a brilliant light. He was 
mystified, but said, “ I shall go to the Crown Room and 
investigate this strange illumination." 


“ WITH THE HELP OF GOD!” 

Followed by the Count and the Doctor, who carried 
candles, the king went to the entrance hall of the building 
and found it locked. Baumgarten hurried to bring the 
key. The door was opened and the first gallery was 
seen to be in total darkness. A servant thereupon 
approached and said to the king, “ Sire, do not go further. 
There is some sorcery within. I have been told that 
your gracious Queen walks in that chamber in the night ! ” 

At that moment a strange noise came forth from the 
gallery. The king, the only person who did not tremble, 
quickly opened the second door, saying, ‘‘ With the help 
of God ! ' 

Legend says that he found the room lit up by 
innumerable torches. On the walls hung foreign flags— 
trophies won by King Gustavus Adolphus—and Swedish 
banners draped with funereal veils, 


e 


193]. b 


May, 


It says also that he saw a crowd of people within, dre 

in black, and that their faces were all unknown to hi 

And on the royal throne lay a bleeding body, arrayed 
in the insignia of sovereignty. A child was standin 
on the right with the crown on his head and the Sceptre 
in his hand. On the left was the phantom of an aged Man 
and, opposite, several austere personages, in black robes 
sat before a table covered with parchments, Then at 
a distance of a few paces were a block and an axe, 


THE BLOOD OF WASA. 

None of these mysterious beings turned his head when 
the king and his companions entered. In a profound 
silence, several young men moved forward, with their 
hands bound. The first looked at the block with disdain, 
The body on the throne moved, and red blood was comin 
from its wounds. The first young man immediately 
kneeled, put his neck on the block, and the executioner 
decapitated him. The head rolled to the feet of Kin 
Charles, to whom one of the judges said, '' Charles, this 
blood will not flow during thy reign, but in five reigns 
after thine. Woe for the blood of Wasa ! ” 

Thereupon all the phantoms began to melt away and 
to become transformed into a mist, which promptly 
disappeared. The black hangings gave place to the 
ordinary tapestries on the walls and the torches became 
extinguished. 

The terrible vision had lasted ten minutes. The flowing 
blood, the decapitated youth, remained as if only a 
frightful nightmare. But Charles XI returned to his 
study and dictated an account of these prodigies, which 
he signed, and which was witnessed by the signatures of 
Brahé and Baumgarten. In 1841, the French author, 
Prosper Merimée, certified that this document was still 
extant in the royal Swedish archives. 


HISTORICAL VERIFICATIONS. 

The king wrote with his own hand :—'' If this story is 
not absolutely true, I renounce all hope of a better life, 
which I may have merited by my zeal in working for the 
happiness of my people and by upholding the interests 
of the religion of my ancestors." 

When one remembers the death of King Gustavus III. 
and the judgment of Ankarstroem, his assassin, one finds 
more than one correspondence between the historical _ 
facts and this strange prophetic vision. The decapitated 
young man might well have represented Ankarstroem, 
and the bleeding body on the throne Gustavus III. The 
child would represent his son Gustavus Adolphus IV, 
and the old man would be the Duke of Sudermanic, 
uncle of Gustavus IV, who was first Regent of the kingdom, 
and finally king, after the deposition of his nephew in 
1829. : 


i 


PETITES NOUVELLES. E 

Het Toekomstig Leven, our Dutch confrère, comments 
in judicial terms on the attitude of the London Society 
for Psychical Research towards psychical phenomena, 
and mediums visited only to be reviled by Theodore 
Besterman. The article quotes from the communication 
on the subject from Commander Quentin Craufurd, R.N, 
which appeared in the International Psychic Gazette 
last October. 

The Greater World has amiably reproduced in its pages 
my remarks on the ancient Sibyls which appeared in the 
March Gazette. 

MELBOURNE, Australia, has now a magnificent '' Temple 
of Modern Spiritualism,” erected in honour of Mr. W, H. 
Terry, ' the pioneer and promulgator of rational modern 
Spiritualism in Victoria." It has just been opened and 
dedicated by Messrs. W. H. Lumley, O. A. Waschatz, 
and Edgar Tozer, all ardent leaders of the movement 
in Australia. P.F. 


NorE.—Communications for our Continental Editor | 
should be addressed to Monsieur PASCAL FORTHUNY, 
10 Avenue Frédéric Forthuny, Montmorency, Seine et 


Oise, France. 
oh ET E 
“ THE COMFORTER OF SOULS." 


O! Comforter of Souls— Thy wisdom great, 
True help provides on earth for those who wait, 
And hope, and trust, and suffer in this life ; 
Thou never wilt forget man in his strife. 


Sleepless and troubled by the thoughts that press, 
We cast ourselves upon Thy tenderness ; 

In every hour of trial Thou art there, i 
We give ourselves to Thee in hope and prayer, 
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The Vision of the River. 


By WILL CARLOS. 
seli standing on a slope above In psychometric symbology E have always peo 
a river On mv right the bank to refer to psychic matters We read that Jesus walkex 
. É . TEPE S i upon the water, and that a disciple desired to emulate 
"m higher to where it was crowned him and failed ignominiously. Jesus was no doubt 
tead \ J 4 great nass of rock, which I be lieve was a verv advanced psychic, and to-day the psychic element 
» Profane red sandstone. The rock extended out into the is A ident in M Aoc m we às M the psychic, as 
> Wit li Tlver to : : d NE Orap if there were no higher fields tor exploration 
wit] x thej, leavine : "ar nee o pond SOC d Ay. E In my vision the cliff typifies that type of intellectuality 
| Wa, ce ip ^h h. ;] "wer e =s gap between it aní aia Rs e which affects to scorn the psychic, and the types ol men 
immed hy E s E top gen of the rock de reased as. it represented the more blatant critics and revilers of the 
exec. b aT proac hed the water, and a shelving extension psychic, with some more sympathetic souls partly swayed 
feet One of it crossed the river, causing a waterfall of both ways. The cliff signifies the barren intellectuality of 
(ho Kin about four feet z he -mal ri rer level those who disdain the psychic, yet have not attained the 
~harles € gr t Ct at tht nol Mal river level. spiritual. 
D five mee, The current passed swiftly over the fall and swerved The Teachers of the spirit world are out to prove that 
Es guuuward between a rocky islet and the further bank spiritual truth cannot be obtained by intellectuality alone. 
aay gf ices ene racy eae, fg intervening space Jm my vision the air represented the spiritual, surrounding 
^h prom th triangular space on my right between the rock, and the the, cliff and yet not ol it. The Teacher demonstrated 
lace Pty iB aki a ; eni Mem ws i ys "rh d Lu na his power to tread the spiritual after proclaiming its 
" to bank, making comparatively calm pools. > adipe possibility, and, taking the most daring of the group ot 


to be an outlet at the further end of the islet by which 
the water rejoined the main stream. 

This calm water was shallow, and some of it 
wav through a sluice-gate and under the bank 
some distance away. From the sluice-gate a 
steps led to a sort of observation tower built on the rock, 
and a man was stationed there as guardian of the river 
and the sluice-gate. At the foot of the tower, on the 
bank, was a small boat-house and a landing-stage, with 
a small boat moored to a post in readiness for use. 

The river seemed very wide at this point, the further 
bank being indiscernible, or at least a haze made its 
outline indistinct, giving the impression of great width. 
A number of bathers of both sexes were disporting in the 
water, some of the more timid using the space between the 


——— and the bank, and some boys were in the 


found its 
iS if only a i A mill 
irned to his ight of 
digies, which 
signatures of 
ench author, 
ent was still 


water between the islet and the bank, but the 
more fearless swimmers braved the tide, and even ventured 


we er the falls. Gay laughter and snatches of song rang 
a uam now and again, and all seemed thoughtlessly happy. 


air was generally languorous and the heat somewhat 
ive, but those in the water were splashing and 
"about enjoying the delicious coolness of the 
sun's declining rays lit up the scene, flecking 
er with gold. 
ized u the scene there was a gradual thickening 
the haze over the further bank; the air became more 
sultry; the swimmers seemed to move more languidly ; 
ihe clouds were gathering over the sky, obscuring the 
ays, and presently a heavy clap of thunder 
rated through the hills. 
1 in the observation tower began to evince 
ctivity. I saw him raise his binoculars to his 
s and anxiously scan the reaches of the upper river. 
my he became excited. He hoisted a red flag, 
[shouted to the bathers to leave the water. ‘‘A freshet! 
he cried ; "the flood is coming down the river!” 
prudent people at once obeyed, but a dozen 
id mo heed to the warning. The keeper ran 
teps, jumped into his boat, and stood ready 
s The flood—a volume of water two to 


3 | v 


b^: 


gn came rushing down and over the falls, 
ning the foolish ones still in the water. 

allowas confusion. The river-keeper went 
it, threw buoys and life-lines to bewildered 
d some of the men who had taken the 
Munged in afresh to succour the endangered, 
si their efforts could not save many, and quite 
ber Were swept away, losing their lives through 
rd ng Lhe warning. 

im im the boat made most strenuous and valiant 
Wdangering his own life in an endeavour to save, 
fith the torrent while giving his aid, but was 
fowned when his boat crashed on a snag. 


X. 


fy reader interpret this vision? I had it at 
n., n the gih of March, and again on the 19th 
| portent of some catastrophe on earth, or was it 


larch and April Numbers. 

been understood by the Mystics 
resented the psychic, and when 
ler, such as was produced from 
, no 7 that it was a psychic 
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men, invited him to follow. It seemed to the man that 
to step off the solid rock of intellectuality— to venture on 
the air—the spiritual—-was suicidal, and he hesitated, 
but at length found that the spiritual was really more 
solid than the intellectual. As the Materialist may 
become a Spiritualist after experience, so the intellectualist 
may become spiritual. 

As modern science has been forced to accept the 
hypothesis of a solid or homogeneous ether, so will the 
intellectualists be forced to accept the solidity or reality 
of the one universal substance—the spirit embracing 


all. 
ih B Sh 
IS PROPHECY MERE INSIGHT ? 


R. JOHN STODDART, the well-known 

stalwart Scottish Spiritualist, is having 

a discussion with a clergyman on this 
subject in the Falkirk Herald. 


In combatting the claim made by  present-day 
ecclesiastics that ' the work of the prophet was due 
rather to ‘insight’ than to ' miraculous power ' '"—a 


point on which Biblical scholars were said to be ‘ agreed,’ 
Mr. Stoddart quotes Principal L. P. Jack as saying :— 
" Modern scholars were never less agreed on essential 
points than they are at the present moment." He says, 
" Whether insight, on the part of the prophet, will 
account for his work is not to be settled by scholarship 
but by actual present-day experience.”’ 

Then he goes on to show that seers and prophets are 
persons not merely highly intuitive, but that they do 
foresee and foretell what will happen in the future, By 
way of illustration he says : 

“ A good many years ago a modern seer said to a 
friend of mine that she saw him some years hence as 
editor of a Spiritualist journal. They were absolute 
strangers to each other, but my friend occupies the 
position to-day. 

'" Another friend, also a Scotsman living in London, 
was almost at death’s door from heart trouble. Medical 
advice was that he might collapse at any time. Much 
depressed by that report, his wife, who was a good 
medium, retired to her room, and sitting alone her hand 
was ‘ controlled’ to write. She brought to her husband 
what had been written. It read—‘ Be of good courage, 
brother, you are past the worst, and in two years from 
now you will be swimming in your own Scottish waters.’ 
Two years from that date he was spending a holiday in 
one of our coast towns and swimming in the sea every day. 

“The same couple were sitting quietly in their home 
in London one Sunday afternoon, when the lady said to 
her husband—' James, I see a lady in Tunbridge Wells 
writing you a letter.’ She read to him the letter which 
was delivered next morning, its terms being exactly 
what the lady had seen clairvoyantly the previous 
evening.” 


The first example given above refers to a definite 
prophecy made to the Editor of this Gasette by Miss 
Sarah McCreadie at à Sunday evening meeting of the 
Marylebone Spiritualist Association in 1895. That could 
not have been due to any mere '' insight," for he was a 
total stranger who had never before been at a Spiritualist 


meeting, and his views and circumstances in no way 
j);ointed in the direction indicated. Seventeen years 
ater, however, in 1912, he started the Gazette on its 
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vish that someone with lots of time and a more modern 
stvle would emerge, who could translate the works of 
Dr. Davis into English restricted to words of one or 
two syllables, something after the style of Freeman or 
Tyndall Such an issue of the Seer’s works should 
ommand a greatly increased circulation, and the cause 


we have at heart would be strengthened 

One or two points in his description invite comment 
In the main, the process that he pictures with such 
letail agrees with the great Final Act, as staged by 
numerous lecturers or clairvoyants. But in minor scenes 
he varies, and the views of psychic experts on these 
variations might make interesting reading, especially 
to investigators. 

For example, Dr. Davis saw his subject fully conscious 
and able to think and move a few minutes after separation 
from the physical body. In the majority of narratives 
there is said to be a short interval of unconsciousness 
during which the soul or etheric body is understood 
to be recovering from the shock of dissolution. The 
period that elapses before ''wakening " on the other 
side appears to vary just as much as the age and physical 
condition of people differ at death. Probably, after a 
long weakening illness, the soul (or so-called spiritual 
body) may have so far advanced as to be able to adapt 
itself very quickly to the new vibrations. On the other 
hand, a strong, young athlete with numerous worldly 
ties and interests, whose psychic power had been little 
practised, might take some time in collecting his wits 
and “‘ tuning in" to the new wave-lengths. But there 
may be many exceptions. 

The account in the Gospel narratives of the resurrection 

Jesus would imply a state of unconsciousness lasting, 
at most, about thirty-six hours. I am aware that 
St. Peter's First Epistle (iii, 19) and the orthodox 
creeds impute certain activities to Jesus during the time 
between the Crucifixion and His first appearance to 
Mary Magdalene, but I believe this is mere surmise on 
the part of His followers. His words, “ To-day shalt 
thou be with Me in Paradise," to the repentant thief 
on the Cross, do not necessarily import activity or even 
consciousness. 

A clue to the time usually taken to ''come round ”’ 
by migrants to the astral spheres may be obtained from 
the records of recognised apparitions. These appear 
to be most numerous in the first few weeks after death. 
Occasionally a longer interval is found. I have, myself, 
seen the verisimilitude of a young niece, who had been 
much spiritualised by suffering, exactly twelve hours 
after her transition. Again, I have had the honour of a 
visit from an exalted personage (accompanied by her 
husband who had passed on some years previously) forty 
days after she left this plane. Apparently there is no 
hard and fast rule, and one cannot dogmatise on laws 
beyond our ken. 

Another divergence by Dr. Davis from the accepted 
programme lies in the absence of spiritual helpers usually 
observed beside a patient during transition. These are 
sometimes described by clairvoyants as hovering over 
the patient's head. Perhaps in the instance observed 
by Dr. Davis, the strong spiritual nature of the dying 
woman may have drawn sufficient power from the 
bystanders—eked out by psychical rays (or ectoplasm) 
coming from Dr. Davis himself, who was at the time 
close at hand. Or it may be that the Seer in his anxiety 
to observe carefully the physical change going on, had so 
adjusted his psychic “ wireless receiver" that he was 
able to apprehend only the presence of the earth people 
in the room, and the first steps in the spiritual progress 
of his patient. The two friends who met her outside, 
having themselves probably left the earth vibrations only 
a few years before, would also come within his range of 
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the Spirit into the Higher Life. 
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But this does not exclude the theory 4 


there might have been superior spirits in dai 
refined as to be invisible to the clairvoyant, who 123 
have been at the time sensitive only to slower vibratig 
With best wishes for the continued success of Your 
admirable Journal,—I am, Yours faithfully, 1 
ALEX. MACKINTOSH. 
5 Ww oA it 
THE REV. ARTHUR FORD IN LONDON 
SPECIAL meeting was held in the Grotrian | ^ 
/ Hall on Saturday evening, April 18, to 


welcome the Rev. Arthur Ford, who has 
arrived from America, safe and well again after 
his tragic motor accident, to pay a lengthy | 
visit to the Spiritualist Community and the 
3ritish College of Psychic Science. 


The hall was packed full and Mr. Ford received a great E^ 


ovation when introduced by Mrs. St. Clair Stobart, 
He expressed his satisfaction at being back again in 
England, and gave a short address on the mistake of 
emphasising the intellect above the heart, or valuing 
mental aspects above the emotional. Mr. Hannen 
Swaffer welcomed Mr. Ford on behalf of the general 
Movement in England, and gave a delightful address 
in his characteristic manner about the universal public 
interest in Spiritualism growing up in England. Mr. 
Ford thereafter for three-quarters of an hour gave clair- 
audient tests, with full names, to members of the audience, 
without a single failure to have them recognised. 

At the close of the meeting Mrs. Stobart announced 
that Mr. Ford would give a benefit public seance for 
Mrs. Garrett—one of our best English mediums, who 
is at present in a nursing home—at the Grotrian Hall | 
on May 9 at eight o'clock. He will then be assisted | 
by Mrs. Mary Lydy, a voice medium from Detroit, - 
America, who gives trumpet phenomena from the platform - 
in full light. Seats for this event can be booked at the 
Grotrian Hall. 
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THE GUILD OF SPIRITUAL HEALING. 
OPENING OF ADDITIONAL HOUSE AT QUEEN’S GATE 


HE opening of the new home of the Guild 
of Spiritual Healing, at 33, Queen’s Gate 
S.W.7, took place on Friday, March 27, 

and was attended by a large throng of interested — 
people. 


It is now five years since the President of the Guild, 
Mr. C. A. Simpson, came to England from New Zealand 
and started healing through the agency of “ Dr. Las- 
ceHes,” in a small flat in St. George’s Square, Pimlico. 
It is two years since the Guild was founded at 29, Queen's 
Gate, out of which has grown such a remarkable 
organisation that another house of equal size was required 
to contain it. 

The building was formally opened by Elizabeth, Lady 
Moseley, who has been associated with the Guild from its 
infancy. The Chapels and Healing Rooms were dedicated 
by the Rev. Dr. John Lamond, D.D. In place of the 
single Chapel of the other building, 33, Queen's Gate 
now has three sanctuaries dedicated for use by the 
Harmony Prayer Circles, which deal with distant cases, 
and cases which cannot be actually brought within the 
precincts of the building. The atmosphere throughout 
is one of harmony and peace, and the simple decorations 
are in keeping with the spirit of service which pervades it. 
In the Chapels, particularly, one feels an atmosphere of 
radiating tranquillity, and in each Healing Room there 
is an altar with a few flowers on it to symbolise the strength 
and health waiting to be poured into the patients from the 
Unseen World of spiritual realities. 

Votes of thanks were proposed and seconded by Mrs. 
Lange and Miss Adele Vernon, after interesting speeches 
had been made by Lady Moseley, Dr. Lamond and the 
Rev. A. J. Millar. Lady Moseley accepted gracefully the 
title of ‘‘ Mother of the Guild," conferred on her by 

Mr. Simpson, the President, demurring only by the 
suggestion that God-mother might be a more fitting 
description of the relationship. 

Many interesting cures were cited by the speakers as 
evidence of the remarkable work being done, and nob 
but a pronounced pessimist could have gone away 


the idea that the '' age of miracles " was over. 
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INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE. 


GROTRIAN HALL, 115, Wigmore Street, W.1 


Saturday, May 9, at 8 p.m. 


SPECIAL DEMONSTRATION OF 
TRUMPET AEDIUMfFHIP 
IN FULL LIGHT 


MRS. MURPHY LYDY 


and 


CLAIRAUDIENCE 


REVD. ARTHUR FORD 


Chairman : 


Mr. Hannen Swaffer 


SEATS RESERVED, 10/-, 5/-, 2/6 


Tickets obtained from the Spiritualist Community, Grotrian Hall, 


PROCEEDS DEVOTED TO ‘“‘MRS. GARRETT BENEFIT.” 


STEAD GUEST HOUSE 


(Near the Marble Arch) 


THE 


24, Upper George Street, London, W.1 


FoR THE CONVENIENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS 
AND OTHERS VISITING LONDON. 


Terms: Bed, Breakfast and Bath from 7/6 per night. 2 Gns. per week. 
Telephone and Telegrams: Ambassador 1533. 


HEALTH 
ITS RECOVERY & MAINTENANCE. 


By ABDUHL LATIF 
6/6 post free. 


"A great triumph for the Spiritualists — will be 
helpful to humanity.'-—Morning Post. 


HEALING THROUGH 
SPIRIT AGENCY 


By R. H. SAUNDERS 
3/9 post free. 


'" One of the most remarkable books in all psychic 
literature.” —Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 


Order from :— 
British College Psychic Science, 15, Queen's Gate, S.W. ; 
L.S.A., 16, Queensberry Gardens, S.W.; International 
Psychic Gazette, 69, High Holborn, W.C. or Psychic 
Book Shop, 2, Victoria Street, S.W. 
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President : 
MR, HANNEN SWAFFER 


SUNDAY SERVICES 


WITH CLAIRVOYANCE 
II a.m. and 6.30 p.m. at 


GROTRIAN HALL 


115, Wigmore Street, W. 
(Nearest Station— Bond Street or Marble Arch) 


Hon. Secretary: MISS F, V. GREGORY, at above address. 


OPEN MEETINGS on Mondays at 6.30, Wednesdays at 12.30. 


(Admission Free). 


Helpful Spiritual Advice 
Given by Appointment. 


WILLIAM S. KING (seisce 


CLAIRVOYANT AND PSYCHIC READER. 
Telephone : MAYFAIR 2334. 


THE REFLECTOGRAPH 


In Seances held with this Scientific instrument the spirit hand, 
fully materialized, is seen operating the key-board in a good red 
light by all sitters. 

Private or Group Seances arranged by applying to the inventor, 
MR. B. K. KIRKBY, 
“ The Beacon," 102 Vineyard Hill Road, Wimbledon Park, S. W.19 


Two minutes from Wimbledon Park Underground Station. Phone: Wimbledon 2263 


London Astrological Research Society. 


Founder—Mr. George WHITE. 


PUBLIC LECTURES 


will be held by the above Society at the “ Brownie" Restaurant 
8-10 Charing Cross Road, W.C. (Trafalgar Square end) at 
8.15 p.m. on the dates given below : 


1931 

May 6—“ KABALISTIC ASTROLOGY.” A. GEARY 
May 13—“ ARABIC POINTS.” G. WHITE 
May 20—No Meeting. 

May 27—'' THE OUTLOOK FOR THE AUTUMN.” G. WARWICK 


All interested in Astrology are invited to attend. 


FOR PARTICULARS 
of the work of the Society, Classes, etc., write to Hom. 
Sec., Miss A. Geary, 24 Winchester St., Warwick Square, S.W.1. 


ASTROLOGICAL HOROSCOPES. 


* Follow but thy star, 
Thou can’st not miss at last a glorious haven.’’—Dante. 


A brief test Horoscope, with Chart, 2/6. 
À more complete Horoscope, with one year's directions, 


7/6. Synthetic and Analytical Horoscopes, 10/6, 21/- 
Genuine work in every case. Send hour and date of birth. 


WILL CARLOS 
98, 80HO ROAD, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM 


MRS. H. CANTLON 


Automatic Writings and Trance Mediumship 


CLASSES FOR DEVELOPMENT. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. PLEASE NOTE. Mrs. Cantlon will receive all clients at 
her Studio near SLOANE SQUARE, daily. Write or Phone to “ LORNESTA." 
KERSFIELD ROAD, S,W 15 Telephone: Purney, 6315 


YOUR NATURAL INBORN CAPACITIES, How To Develop Them. 
Health, Character, Talents, Psychic Gifts. 
Stamp. Address, Secr of International Insti (Inco d » Museum 
Square, (A on Ze" Prot Dr Then, Irerserean) e ogist: 
Phrenologist, Psychologist. Postal Training, 


THE INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE. 


SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY 


CHILDREN'S MEETING : 


SPRAKER : 


3—11 a.m.—Mr. Ritherdon Clark 
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